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Short Communication

Gastric cancer (GC) represent a heterogeneous group of tumors 
in terms of morphological appearance, biological behaviour, 
molecular sub-origin and histopathological diversity. Rarely 
seen lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma (LELC) accunts for 
nearly 1.1-4.6%  of GCs and the prognosis is good [1]. Among the 
etiological factors, association of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) and 
GC is approximately 10%. This rate is 80% in LELCs, suggesting 
that gastric LELC is closely associated with EBV infection [1-3]. 
So far there is no any satisfactory histological classification of 
GCs to guide clinical approach and treatment strategies. In 2014, 
considering previous GC subgrouping studies, The Cancer Genome 
Atlas Project suggested a new molecular classification. The 
objective of that study was to define groups showing EBV positivity 
and to evaluate targeted treatment approaches. However, it could 
not be possible to determine histopathological implications, and 
no detailed correlation coul be established with the clinical data in 
terms of prognosis and biological behaviour [4]. LELCs are usually 
most commonly in seen men than in women and these tend to be 
proximally located and have a lower TNM stage. Determination of 
EBV genome in this group makes lymphoid stroma a remarkable 
morphological clue [1-3]. Prognosis has found better in EBV 
associated LELCs. Because of these different characterisics, EBV 
related and non-related GCs have been proposed to develop 
through diferent molecular mechanisms [5,6]. In a study Park et 
al., LELC (n:46) and non-LELC (n:4236) were compared in terms 
of clinicopathological features and survival. A btter prognosis 
was reported in LELC advanced stage GCs compared to the other 
advanced GCs [1]. There are publications in the literature suffesting 

that, prognosis of LELCs is better without any additional CT and/or 
RT after surgical treatment [7,8]. In conclusion, controlled clinical 
trials including this group o patients are needed to investigate 
benefit of immunotherapy and/or targeted treatment methods 
instead of adjuvant chemoterapy and radiotherapy that have high 
side effects and low efficiency in LELC.
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