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Abstract


Superficial lymphangitis after insect bite is the result of an allergic reaction to the insect antigen. We present the case of a 22-year-old patient with no notable medical history, presented with a pruritic rash on the chest, two days after an insect bite. Unlike bacterial lymphangitis, the site of insect bite is not painful but pruritic.
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Introduction


Superficial lymphangitis after insect bite is the result of an allergic reaction to the insect antigen, which is injected into the skin and drained by lymphatic vessels [1].


Clinical Case


A 22-year-old female with no notable medical history, presented with a pruritic rash on the chest. She mentioned intense pruritus and low pain. Two days before she had been bitten on the shoulder by a spider.



Physical examination showed a red linear lesion starting from erythematous macule of the shoulder and extending toward the anterior wall ofthe chest. Neither fever nor lymph node enlargement were present. Cardiovascular exams, Pleuropulmonary and neurologic were normal. A diagnosis of superficial lymphangitis after spider bite was made, based on the history and lesion's characteristic. The patient was treated with oral antihistamines and topical corticosteroids for a week with good evolution.



Comments



Spiders or aramids are predators' arthropod invertebrates of the class of arachnids, ubiquitous and their bites are common even in urban areas. The spider sting is often asymptomatic thus passing unnoticed [2].



 

Superficial lymphangitis after spider bite is a rare entity mimicking acute bacterial lymphangitis without fever and lymphadenopathy. Different authors assume that superficial lymphangitis after spider sting is the consequence of an allergic immune reaction due to insect toxins [3]. Unlike bacterial lymphangitis, the site of insect bite is not painful but pruritic. It's also characterised by the absence of fever and lymph node enlargement and a rapid spontaneous regression [1-3] (Figure 1).
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Figure 1:   Red Linear eruption on the chest.






 

Conclusion



Lymphangitis secondary to a spider bite constitutes one of the complications not usually encountered, the interrogation is crucial to determine the diagnosis, in the absence of general complications, evolution remains benign.
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