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Editorial
Emergency scenarios, such as the current COVID-19 pandemic, 

provide unique obstacles to Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and dementia 
in long-term care and community-based settings. Because of 
their age and other medical issues, patients getting care or using 
resources in these contexts are highly susceptible to difficulties. In 
an emergency, staff can be impacted as well. It might be difficult to 
keep operations running during a pandemic, epidemic, or tragedy 
due to predicted staffing shortages. Non-clinical employees may 
be utilized to help with treatment at this time. In order to provide 
excellent, regular, and appropriate care, it is critical to share info on 
patients living with AD with the staff. Due to the fact that the care 
team might shift often during a pandemic or crisis, briefing sessions 
at the start of the shift will allow personnel to discuss crucial details 
on those needing treatments [1]. During a crisis, patients in long-
term care and community-based AD and/or dementia care may 
require assistance interacting with their relatives and loved ones. 
Caregivers can use a range of tools to keep family and friends 
informed, such as: 

a)	 Keeping in touch by organizing phone or video calls and/
or encouraging family and friends to send letters and images 
[2]; 

b)	 Giving details on where and how family can get updates or 
speak with a caregiver about a loved one who has AD [3]; 

c)	 Establishing that adapting technologies, such as cochlear 
implants and eyewear, are free for users when necessary [4].

Keep in mind that every household is different. Friends or 
members of the community might just be the strongest advocates 
for some patients, rather than biological or legal family members. 
It is critical for patients with AD to preserve their strength, 
particularly when they are at danger of catching a virus. Patients 
with eating and drinking disorders can benefit from a variety of 
treatments, such as: 

a)	 Staff might become knowledgeable with the person’s food 
and drinking habits as well as their ability; because he or she 
would not be able to notice appetite or hydration, he or she will 
need to be encouraged or pushed to drink and eat [5]; 

b)	 Cues that are verbal, visual, or tactile, such as high 
contrast tableware, adaptable utensils, graduated techniques, 
and mimicking behavior, can encourage people to eat and drink 
[5]; 

c)	 Sitting and talking with a dementia patient throughout 
regular times could help them eat more [6]. 

Any signs of swallowing difficulties should be evaluated by 
adequately qualified healthcare experts [7]. All AD patients who 
have been diagnosed as having a suffocating risk or a tendency of 
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difficulty swallowing should really be assisted and monitored by 
authorized or qualified professionals. 

Walking is a high-intensity motor activity that improves 
flexibility and independence [8]. When a patient with AD 
wanders off, wreaks havoc into prohibited settings, or leaves a 
secure environment, it is known as unsafe wandering [9]. When 
a patient is unhappy, angry, or confronted with stressful events, 
the risk of unsafe wandering increases, which is especially likely 
in emergency scenarios. When patients with AD have serious 
illnesses or the potential to hurt themselves or others, drugs may be 
recommended if non-pharmacological techniques are not effective 
even after they’ve been utilized regularly [10]. The requirement 
for therapeutic intervention should be reevaluated as needed by 
the pharmaceutical regimen or if the person’s condition changes. 
Considering the fragility of people with AD and other forms of 
dementia, you should advise visitors to make proper considerations 
and require safety procedures when visiting care homes, such as: 

a)	 People who have not been vaccinated may consider being 
checked before going; the facility should also limit the number 
of visitors who are unvaccinated at any given moment; 

b)	 Visitors should be restricted to approved locations only, 
with no access to other sections of the community; visitors 
really should maintain as much safe distance from other 
inhabitants; 

c)	 Consultations should be held outside whenever possible 
to reduce the risk of transmission; 

d)	 Within 14 days following their visit, visitors should notify 
professionals if they develop a fever or symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19; 

e)	 Visitors should carry their own face mask to the facility, 
put it on before entering, and keep it on at all times; masks 
should fit snugly over the mouth and nose and be securely 
fastened; 

f)	 If at all possible, provide guests with access to a 
handwashing sink. Should provide and promote the use of an 

alcohol-based disinfectant with at least 60% alcohol if hand 
washing are not accessible.

In conclusion, we feel that vaccines are a crucial step in 
safeguarding the health and safety of residents and employees in 
long-term care facilities, and we highly recommend their use.

Disclosure Statement
The author declare that there are no conflicts of interest.

References
1.	 Lateef F (2020) Face to Face with Coronavirus Disease 19: Maintaining 

Motivation, Psychological Safety, and Wellness. J Emerg Trauma Shock 
13(2):116-123.

2.	 Schultz T, Putze F, Steinert L, Ralf Mikut, Anamaria Depner, et al. (2021) 
I-CARE-An Interaction System for the Individual Activation of People 
with Dementia. Geriatrics (Basel) 6(2): 51.

3.	 Soheili M, Karimian M, Hamidi G, Salami M (2021) Alzheimer’s disease 
treatment: The share of herbal medicines. Iran J Basic Med Sci 24(2): 
123-135. 

4.	 Mok VCT, Pendlebury S, Wong A, Suvarna Alladi, Lisa Au, et al. (2020) 
Tackling challenges in care of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, now and in the future. Alzheimers 
Dement 16(11): 1571-1581. 

5.	 Wright JL, Jaggard PM, Holahan T (2019) Stopping Eating and Drinking 
by Advance Directives (SED by AD) in Assisted Living and Nursing 
Homes. J Am Med Dir Assoc 20(11): 1362-1366. 

6.	 Lindeza P, Rodrigues M, Costa J, Guerreiro M, Rosa MM (2020) Impact 
of dementia on informal care: a systematic review of family caregivers’ 
perceptions. BMJ Support Palliat Care.

7.	 Baijens LW, Clavé P, Cras P, Olle Ekberg, Alexandre Forster, et al. (2016) 
European Society for Swallowing Disorders - European Union Geriatric 
Medicine Society white paper: Oropharyngeal dysphagia as a geriatric 
syndrome. Clin Interv Aging 11: 1403-1428. 

8.	 Zhou H, Park C, Shahbazi M, Michele K York, Mark E Kunik, et al. (2021) 
Digital Biomarkers of Cognitive Frailty: The Value of Detailed Gait 
Assessment Beyond Gait Speed. Gerontology, p. 1-10. 

9.	 Kamil RJ, Bakar D, Ehrenburg M, Eric X Wei, Alexandra Pletnikova, et al. 
(2021) Detection of Wandering Behaviors Using a Body-Worn Inertial 
Sensor in Patients with Cognitive Impairment: A Feasibility Study. Front 
Neurol 12: 529661. 

10.	Jackson SJ, Authier S, Brohmann H, Susan MG Goody, David Jones, et al. 
(2019) Neurofunctional test batteries in safety pharmacology - Current 
and emerging considerations for the drug development process. J 
Pharmacol Toxicol Methods 100: 106602.

Submission Link: https://biomedres.us/submit-manuscript.php

Assets of Publishing with us

•	 Global archiving of articles

•	 Immediate, unrestricted online access

•	 Rigorous Peer Review Process

•	 Authors Retain Copyrights

•	 Unique DOI for all articles

https://biomedres.us/

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 License

ISSN: 2574-1241
DOI: 10.26717/BJSTR.2021.36.005873

Carmine Finelli. Biomed J Sci & Tech Res

https://dx.doi.org/10.26717/BJSTR.2021.36.005873
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7472823/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7472823/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7472823/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34068284/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34068284/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34068284/
https://ijbms.mums.ac.ir/article_17118.html
https://ijbms.mums.ac.ir/article_17118.html
https://ijbms.mums.ac.ir/article_17118.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32789951/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32789951/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32789951/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32789951/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31588024/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31588024/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31588024/
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2020/10/14/bmjspcare-2020-002242
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2020/10/14/bmjspcare-2020-002242
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2020/10/14/bmjspcare-2020-002242
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27785002/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27785002/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27785002/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27785002/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33971647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33971647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33971647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33776875/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33776875/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33776875/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33776875/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S105687191930084X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S105687191930084X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S105687191930084X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S105687191930084X
https://biomedres.us/submit-manuscript.php
https://biomedres.us/
https://dx.doi.org/10.26717/BJSTR.2021.36.005873

